REBUILDING THE WTC

Tower’s cornerstone rock—steady

BY JAMIE HERZLICH
STAFF WRITER

It isn't every day that a 20-ton
slab of rock attracts so much at-
tention — unless it's the Free-
dom Stone.

That"s the name i Long Island
SECHNE has given to
what will the cormer-
stone of the soon o be built Free-
dom Tower at the World Trade
Center site,

Yesterday, the slab was rest-
ing on the back of a flatbed truck
in the parking kot of Innovative
Marble and Tile in Hau
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:ltnhmﬁ palulwdtud:w
wtm:dﬂwﬂmrgemhﬂ-

ll:r\'mt.El'lﬂrE. could

nai:heerda[ﬂllﬁ:?w-etk
{the inscription hasn't been dis-
closed yet) and by the end of
mext week, it will be brought to
lower Manhattan.

On Independence Day, Pataki

will bl OVET A CEremony (o
lay the cornerstone at the south-
cast cormer of the bullding, mark-

ﬁm“tm of constrection on
would be the world's tall-
st building, at 1,776 feet.

Karen Pearse, founder of Inno-

PraCNE

vmrgifad the 23-year-old com-
¥ ]
i this project, with

abourt two dozen of its 200 em-
ployees dedicated to it

Innovative was selected by
the Silversiein th
master lease holder of the World
Trade Center site. Inmovative
had worked with a Silverstein ex-
ecutive, David Worsley, when
hiz was with Related Companies
building the Time Warner Cen-
ter, sald Janno Lieber, Silver-
stein's propect director. Innova-
tive has also worked on the
MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas
and the Roosevelt Field mall

In the past three weeks, [nno-
vative scoped out various piec-
&5 of stone and sent digital pho-
tos and samples to Silverstein,
who conferred with the gowver-
nor. The stone they picked
from a quarry in the Adiron-
dacks iz a blend of feldspar,
quartz, hommblends and garnet,
which gives it an a rance of
black and gray, flecks of
red and pale . Garnet is
the gemstone of Mew York
State,

Lazt week, a team from Inno-
vative drilled out the block and
transported it about 200 miles

to Hauppauge, The raw stone
was cut into a rectamgular
i]:afl: atﬂ:.;mmti‘m E:L;s week,

id Anthony lorio, the project
ranager, and will be smoothed

and polished today, Innovative
has agreed to donate the stone,
worth about 514,000,

The stons: may not be visible
once the bullding is erected —
it will be four levels below the
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street — but that makes no dif-
ference to Pearse and lorio,

“I'm humbled and proud to
even have a small part in this,”
zald Pearse, 45.

State Compiroller Alan Hewe-
%1 recently announced a $3-mil-
lion investment by the NYS
Common Retirement Fund in
Innowvative that was matched

by its private equily partner,
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Manhattan-based Easton Humnt
Capital Partners. The inwvest-
ment was made in January, be-
fore Hevesi or Easton even
knew about the cornerstone

project, said Ed Meyer, manag

ing director at Easton Hunt.
“I"we always t t it was a
good investment,” Meyer said.
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