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Raiher than breaking already bno-
ken ground ot the World Trade Cen-
ter site on July 4, Gov. George E.
Patski will instead presids a3 & oor-
mersione I8 ladd for Frosdom Tower
— more thom B0 wons of garme-
{lecked granile from the Adinon-
dAncks

As the Wwer rises ntop this five
femt-high block ai jis southeasi cor-
ner, the siene will dissppear from
view, finally to be ohscured entirely
by the umderground structure filling
the F0-lood-deep foundation. Bt il is
el Bikely b0 e forgotien theme

The cormeraton: will serve az &
reminder for years 1o come that we
marked thiz July Feurth with a Urib-
e R oiar ety s resolve and rebirmh,”
snid Lynn Basic, o spokeswonan lor
the goeermnor, “it's truly fitting that
this cormersions will be made cut of
Mew York ssoit because chis s e
bedrock of New York Chy's lumire.”

That reck iraveled some 200 miles
last week from upstate o the yard
and factory of Inmovative Stone Inc
in Hauppauge, oa Losg 1sland, where
it i heing cul, oned, podished and in-
scribel Then it will be irucked info
Lovwer hnmhoi ban

{ The =xact text ol (e inscription &
] e ihesrichedd], M Badic said)

The stome is & mix of black and
gray. fram feldspar snd arabbenile:
pale green mnd white, from quarts
and also froam feldspar; and brown
iwh red, from deposits of garnet as
large az 3 half-dodlar coim, sadd Kur-
en Pearse, ihe founder and chief ex-
ecutive of Imnovative Stone When
Fhe sun hies the game (soels, dhe
sakl, “I0s daesling ™

Thiz particular graniie, which Ms,
Fearse has nuned ihe “Frosdemn
Spone.” was chosen in part becouse
garnel i the official gem of MNew
York State.

Thee blosck willl =it atop & li-by:16-
Tert Pousndiation ol comcrele and 21es]
bars an the base of Froedom Tower,
which will be the iallest nnd mosy
sy mibollnden of the six ofibee buikd-
ings planned on arsd around e trade
cender wile

A 20-Ton Cornerstone for Freedom Tower
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A granite block that will beeame the comerstons for the Freedom Tow:
er arrived on Friday al the lnnovative Stone factory in Hauppauge, N.Y.

=It"s Nterally the first piece of he
ferunedngion of the bullding,™ said Jom-
ny Lieher, the Urnde center project
direcior Tor Silversisin Frogerises,
the developers of Froodom Tower
ped 7 Workd Trade Cenler, which i
glrendy under comstruction acrost
Vasry Stneet

Last month, Governor Paiakl emd-
ed a speech on Lower Manhattan
with a rhedorical flourish “'0n July
Fourth, as fireworiks burst in the sky
== pphemeral remimders of our lik-
erty — we will begin to reclabm our
skyline with a permanent symbaol of
oar freedom,” he sald “Om July
Fouurth, 2004, we will break gnound on
e Froedem Tovwer "

But he !-!.I:'rl!lll!:l' and rowmess o
that groamd, where the mcissan of o
ceremonial spade would have boon
regarded by some as the respening
ol an awlul wound oF the deseeralion
of n cemetery, compelied siate offi-
clals o devise another kind of core

“With some persisience and hard
work™ Ms. Basic, the governor's
spoleswoman, sabd, “the Bullders
mre going o ke abls 10 prep the 2ie in
tirme i kny the cormersione ™

IMNMOVATIVE

STONE

Irmventive Stong was chosen by
David Worsley of Slversiein, who
worked with Ma Pearse on the Timno
Warnes Cemter ol Columbias Clrcle
whin e was al tee Eelpred Compa-
nies, Innavatve donsied he grande
hlack, worth aboutl 314,000, which
welghed 24 poms whven it was qanrried
] measired &7 by 119 by 47 ncles

“This is the opporianity of a life-
time,” Ma. Pearse sakd in & telephons
imerview o Friday “Twe dome
many prajects all over the workl, but
noaiing comes Close o thee signil-
cance of being able to donate (his
hlock.”

The L-vearald compasy, formir-
by Inmovative Marble and Tile, has
installed stonework in the Henrd Ben:
el sinre and ihe Essex House Hobel
m Mpohattan, amd in the MG
Grand Hotel in Las Vegas It supplies
granito counleriops In Home Depol
Atores

The paradox = ol ksl on M
Pearse tha! heér mosl  imparianl
commassion will one day b the beast
vimible She doed nol aouinad al all iou-
hiked by Ehat.

“For v, he aakd, i will live oo
forever.”
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